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CANDIDATE SECTION
Candidate responses on this document must be typed and limited to a maximum of 500 words for the whole of the
Candidate section (not per field). It is not permitted to exceed the two sides of the candidate section.

Describe your real-life situation:

In the recent title track of a famous girl kpop group, blackpink there were scenes of a member dressed as a nurse; wearing a
cap with a heart symbol, a tight short skirt and high heels. Which depicted the symbolized stereotypical image of a
sexualized nurse.

The scenes got removed because it triggered and offended healthcare workers as YG Entertainment being one of the big 3
entertainment companies in the k-pop industry, displayed such a depiction which was in favour of objectification of nurses.

State your central knowledge question (this must be expressed as a question):

To what extent does culture affect our understanding and acceptance of knowledge?

Explain the connection between your real-life situation and your knowledge question:

In Blackpink’s recent music video, one of the members Jennie is found wearing a very sexualised nurse outfit, which
offended the healthcare workers especially nurses. “Just because the profession is dominated by females doesn’t give it the
right to be sexualised” were one of the statements made. The connection between my CKQ and RLS is that since in the k-
pop culture women or female celebrities are often sexualised, while males are called ‘idols’ women are given the term ‘dolls’.
They are often found promoting with a sexual theme to attract an audience, especially male ones. And since this scene was
also sexualised like the present culture, healthcare workers were triggered it represented that the knowledge available to the
community about the profession was only about being ‘sexual’. Hence the culture of the k-pop community affected the
representation of a whole profession and showed how the knowledge about that profession was accepted.
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Outline how you intend to develop your TOK presentation in the context of your real-life situation. Include analysis of your
main knowledge question and related knowledge questions as well as arguments and perspectives. Responses can be
presented in continuous prose or as a list of points:

Introduction to Main RLS and CKQ

1st development- claim- Culture and traditions may impede the free will of an individual: Marry Ann Evans being forced to
take a man’s name to publish her novels.

Developed KQ’s-

- To what extent does culture influence one’s perception of liberty?

- How do traditions force an individual to act in a certain way? Is it always for their benefit or not?

Counterclaim: India’s prime minister plogging near his resort

Developed KQ’s:

- What role does sense perception play in following traditions?

- How is the knowledge of plogging important and beneficial for society?

2nd development: Claim 2: Authority can lead to Biased decision making of crucial elements: US president ordering federal
law enforcement against the Black Lives Matter protest.

Developed KQs:

- Are actions made by contrasting opinions with subjective worlds-view reliable?

- How did a bias in the president’s perspective lead to misleading actions being taken against knowledge?

Counterclaim 2: Sense Perception and Intuition can result in making ethical decisions: Judge’s in a courtroom keeping their
bias aside and making ethical decisions.

Developed KQs:

- To what extent do our existing personal knowledge and our perspective impact the assimilation of new knowledge?

- How big of a role does bias play while making decisions? Could it always be kept aside?

Show the significance of your conclusions with particular reference to your real-life situation and indicate how those
conclusions might be relevant to other real-life situations:

The conclusion developed was:

Stereotypes/cultures/traditions may lead to individuals having a bias in situational bases. Since the Blackpink’s music was
affected by the bias of the culture intself lead it towards sexualizing women.

Deductive reasoning and sense perception may allow individuals to make ethical decisions against their biases. Hence after
deductive reasoning YG, Blackpink’s record label decided upon removing those scenes that promoted just an issue.

Bias in this situation has been unhealthy, but | feel that we should nurture them but only to a point wherein they don't
intervene with our decision making, as | feel our biases form up our unique personalities.

One other example where this may be applicable is Passenger profiling discrimination and especially against Muslims
because of the norm of “all Muslims are terrorists”.
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TEACHER SECTION

Enter your mark (0-10) for this presentation:

Provide brief comments to support your assessment of the presentation. These should include remarks on the extent to

which the knowledge question was well formulated and connected to the real-life situation, and on the effectiveness of the
arguments and TOK analysis.
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